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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FAR  EAST 


THE  TTNITEP  STATES  OF  AFRICA,  et  al 


ARAKI,  Sadao,  et  al 


Sworn  Deposition  (Translations) 
Deponents  MIYAMA,Yozo 

Having  first  dttly  sworn  an  oath  as  on  attached  sheet  and 
in  accordance  with  the  procedure  followed  in  my  country  I 
hereby  depose  as  follows. 


I  am  MIYAI4A,  Yozo,  now  occupy  the  post  of  Chief  of  the 
Archives  Section  of  the  1st  Repatriation  Board  and  live  at 
present  at  TOKYO-To,  CHIYODA-Ku,  NAGATA-Cho,  1-Chome,  No. 8. 

I  was  Adjutant  of  the  War  Ministry  sirce  6  March  1945 
until  the  War  Ministry  was  abolished. 

I  was  in  charge  of  the  handling  and  custody  of  the 
secret  documents  in  the  V.'ar  Ministry. 

The  handling  of  secret  documents  in  the  Army  was  in 
accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  in  Regulations  for  the 
Handling  of  Army  Secret  Documents. 

In  the  second  clause  of  Article  46  it  was  stipulated 


that  the  container  for  Secret  documents  to  be  carried  to  the 
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The  main  points  of  this  order  rere  reported  to  SCAP. 

A  copy  of  this  report  ’was  preserted  to  the  Allied  Forces 
and  is  no  longer  in  our  hands. 

This  order  was  communicated  to  the  treops,  offices  and 
schools  higher  than  indeperdant  units  and  in  charge  of 

t 

secret  documents. 

On  the  War  Ministry,  T  called  officers  together  to 
receive  orders  or  l'1  August  and  made  my  adjutant  dictate 
them  the  order,  startirg  the  burning  toward  the  evenirg  of 


the  same  day. 

The  burnirg  was  carried  out  at  each  department  and  sectdoti 

This  was  because  the  chiefs  of  each  department  ard  section 

were  responsible  for  the  custody  and  management  of  the 

secret  documents  kept  at  each  department  and  section. 

At  that  time  as  the  Army  had  fallen  into  extraordinary 

excitement  and  disorder  as  a  result  of  the  surrender,  the 

above  mentioned  order  to  dispose  of  only  secret  documents 

did  not  peretrate  perfectly  and  each  department  and  section 
.  *  * 
burned  in  so  short  a  while  so  much  more  tbar  was  usual  that 

they  not  only  burred  secret  documents  but  also  non-secret 

bo'oks  wore  reduced  C£  askos  ithout  referring  to  the  list. 

Or.  the  night  of  the  l*th,  the  flames  from  the  burning 

shot  up  so  much  so  that  the  local  fire  station  mistook  it 

for  a  conflagration.  This  lasted  until  the  l^th.  But 
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it  was  learned  toward  the  evening  of  the  17th  that  every 
department  and  section  "••  re  burring  ?vor  nen.-r-  cret  document 
The  big  diaries  such  as  the  Secret  big  Diary  (MIT SIT)  A I 
NIKKI)  and  the  Man churl  an  Secret  Dig  Diary  (MANMITSUPAI 
NIKKI),  precious  historical  materials,  wore  transported 
to  the  War  Ministry  Ware-houso  at  TOKYO-TO,  MINAMITAMA-GDN, 
YOSKIKIMURA,  YOSHIKIFACHIOJ I ,  and  were  preserved  there  from 
Dec.  1944  to  March  194?  to  avoid  damage  from  air  raids. 

Part  of  them  was  burnt,  but  the  greater  past  was  handed 
over  to  the  Washington  Document  Centre  then  stationed  at 
the  site  of  the  former  1st  Arsenal  of  OJI,  having  been 
transported  there  directly  from  the  HACHTCJI  Ware  house 
by  8  trucks  of  the  1st  Demobilization  Department  on  8th  and 
9th  January  1946  at  the  request  of  Major  Duncan  MacFarlane 
Chief  of  the  ’Y.D.C.  of  the  allied  Forces. 

I  assume  that  troops,  offices,  schools  etc.  started 
towards  the  evening  of  the  14th  day  and  soon  finished 
burring  all  their  documents. 


1.  Excerpt  from  the  Military  Penal  Code. 

Law  No.  46  of  10  Apr.  1908  (M2IJT  41) 

Revised  Law  No.  35  of  Feb.  1942  (SHOYA  17) 

Article  52. 

The  custodian  of  military  secret  documents  and  material 
v/ho  does  rot  exhaust  ell  possible  means  in  emergency  to 
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keep  thorn  out  of  the  ereny's  hands  shall  bo  imprisoned  for 
torm  of  not  more  than  5  year:. . 

2.  Excerpt  from  Regulations  fdr  Hardline  Military  Secret 
Documents. 

Military  Law  Ko.  8?0  of  193.3  (SHO’"A  3) 

Revised  Law  To.  919  of  1933  (SH0"A  13) 

Article  46,  IT. 

The  container  to  be  carried  out  to  the  zone  of  Y/ar  or 
incident  by  mobilized  units  and  such  like  shall  be  the 
official  trunk  and  stors  shall  be  taker  for  important 
documents  to  be  burnt,  if  need  be,  in  case  of  emergency. 

Or  this  ^  Jure  <  1947. 

At  Tokyo. 

% 

DEPhl  T'T  /s/  MTYAMA.  Yozo.  (seal) 

T,  MIYAMA,  Yozo  hereby  certify  that  the  above  statement 
was  sworn  by  the  Denonent,  who  affixed  his  signature  and  seal 
choreto  in  the  presence  of  this  Witness. 

On  the  same  date,  at  the  same  place. 

Witness:  /s/  BANNO,  Junkichi  (seal) 

OATH 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  tell  the 
who  be  truth  with  holding  rothirp  and  adding  nothing. 

/s/  MTYAMA,  Yozo  (seal) 

-  5  - 


\ 


/ 

/ 
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CERilflC^TL  OF  AUlHillrlCIlT 
•» 

I,  who  occupy  tno  post  ol  the  Cniel‘  of  Archives  Section 
of  the  First  Dgaobillzatlon  bureau,  hereby  certify  that  the 
document  hereto  attached,  printed  in  Japanese  consisting  of 
60  pages  and  entitled  "The  matters  concerning  military  secret 
documents,  hanaling  of  military  secret  document3.,,  i s  a 

document  compiled  an d  '  3t'.uod  by  the  Japanese  CiovcrniHant 
(The  War  Department.) 

certified  at  I'oKyo, 

on  this  5th  day  of  May  1947 

/b/  mlyaxaa.  Yoao  (sealj 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  signature  and  seal  wore 
affixed  hereto  in  the  presence  of  the  ..itness. 

at  the  ^ame  place, 
on  the  saue  date 

witness:  /b/  Banno,  Junlcichi  (seal) 
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CLR'i'1 11  Civ'i'L  Oi  SJIL\CL  AhL  s.Ulxu.-i ilCI  x'Y 

I,  SaTO.  'ioi.ioo.  who  occupy  tuo  post  of  an  uominis native 

official  of  cue  Ca  bin  at,  her  coy  certify  that  the  uocuiuent 
hereto  attached,  viritton  in  Japanese,  oonoistine,  of  13  pages 

i  ...  > 

and  entitled  "The  iii  11  turyc Penal  coue.. .10  April  1906-i.bV,  Ho. 
46;  memoirs  February  1942-Lev.  .No.  35  Revised."  ±s  ^  exact 

and  authorised  excerpt  from  an  official  document  in  the 
custody  of  Japanese  Government (The  Cabinet.) 

cor ti flea  at  loxyo, 

on  this  i5  th  day  of  June  19*17 


/ &/  oato,  fouioo  (seal) 

I  hereby  certify  that  tne  auo>e  si^iature  and  seal  cere 
affixed  hereto  in  the  presence  of  o^e  \ii  on  ess. 

at  tiie  stuic  place, 
on  this  Some  Q6te 

witness:  /S/  Iwana.sC,  nenichl  (seal) 


\ 
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